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Varese SSML

Linguistica Inglese 3

1. Transform the following active sentences into passive ones, omitting the agent when it is obvious or unimportant.
Millions of people are watching this programme tonight

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

They will finish our new house at the end of the month.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

They've elected a new president.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

They're rebuilding the damaged stadium.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Somebody will meet you at the bus station.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

United won the cup last year.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Our company sells more than 1,000 cars every week.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

They will announce the results of the competition tomorrow.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Someone broke into the flat last week.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

We cannot ship your order until we receive payment.
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Somebody damaged the goods in transit.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….


Sorry, we can't change your book.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

We're spending more than a million dollars on advertising this year.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Our R&D department have discovered a promising new drug.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

The Accounts department may not authorise this payment. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Complete this business letter; choose either the present pervect passive, present continuous passive or a modal passive form (e.g. should be done).

Dear Sirs,

I am writing to arrange an interview with one of your business advisers to discuss my business start-up. I've analysed the market very carefully and I believe that I have a good business plan. I can give you a few details of my progress so far.

I've had several meetings with my bank, and a loan  ..................................... (arrange). I've found some office space in a good location, although some work  ................................... (will/need/do) there before I can move in. I've reviewed my equipment needs and in fact some specialised items  ................................... (order) at the moment. My business cards ................................... (print) and will be ready in a week or so. This week I'm busy decorating the office, and it  ................................... (should/finish) by the end of the month.

I know that soon I'll have to advertise in the local press, and perhaps you could advise me on this matter. Finally, I'd like some help planning my staffing needs – extra staff  ................................... (might/need) over the Christmas period.

Yours faithfully,

3 Complete the sentences with one word from list A and one word from list B.

A:  unexpectedly   extremely     easily      quite      totally 
B:   recognisable    illegal     helpful    delayed     late

You've been ................................... . I really appreciate it.

Our offices are ................................... . Look out for the flags at the front.

I'm sorry, my flight has been ................................... . I'll call you when I arrive.

Taking bribes is ................................... . You'll lose your job if they catch you.

I arrived at the presentation ................................... and missed the first part.

4 Complete the second sentence with a verb phrase postmodified by an adverb phrase so it has a similar meaning to the first sentence.

Example: There was a slight fall in profits in April. In April profits fell slightly.

There was a dramatic improvement in our share prices last month. Last month our share prices ......................................................... .

There has been a significant drop in demand for oil over the last few months. Demand for oil ......................................................... over the last few months.

Let's have a brief pause for coffee. Let's ......................................................... for coffee.
There has been a steady improvement in the inflation figures. The inflation figures ......................................................... .
There was a slow recovery in consumer confidence last year. Consumer confidence ......................................................... last year.
There has been a gradual rise in unemployment. Unemployment ......................................................... .
There has been considerable growth in Korean GDP over recent years. Over recent years Korean GDP ......................................................... .
5. Complete the following sentences using the correct conjunction.

a)    ............ I had locked all the doors, I went to bed.

b)    It started to rain ............ we got to the park.

c)    He was innocent ............ he was not sent to prison.

d)    She likes going out ............ he prefers staying at home.

e)    We couldn't drive across the bridge ............ it was closed.

f)     He's taken the car to the garage ............ had it serviced.

g)    You should carry some kind of identification with you ............ you have an accident.

h)    I'll come and see you later today ............ I have enough time.

i)     ............ she never takes any kind of exercise, she is quite fit and well.

j)     They waited ............ everybody was there ............ they started the meeting.

6. Complete the following sentences using an appropriate determiner where necessary.

a)    ............ weather was lovely when I woke up yesterday morning; ............ sun was shining and there was ............ beautiful blue sky.

b)    Have you ever been to ............ St Peter's Square in Rome?

c)    Who was ............ woman you were talking to just now?

d)    The government plan to help ............ poor and ............ unemployed.

e)    Can either of ............ brothers speak French?

f)     ............ Atlantic Ocean is larger than ............ Indian Ocean.

g)     Do you prefer cooking with ............ gas or ............ electricity?

h)    ............ state of the USA would you like to visit?

6. Radio and TV in today’s world (15-20 lines)
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